<date>
The Honorable <NAME OF CONGRESSMAN/WOMAN>
<OFFICE ADDRESS> House Office Building

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, District of Columbia 20515

Dear Congressman/woman <LAST NAME>:

As a member of the <STATE NAME> Society of Enrolled Agents (__SEA) and the National Association of Enrolled Agents (NAEA), I would like to take this opportunity to ask you to support S. 832, the Tax Protection and Assistance Act of 2005, introduced by Senators Bingaman, Grassley and Baucus.  Your leadership in this area will go a long way to improving the integrity of the tax filing system and will help taxpayers here in our district, across <STATE NAME>, and throughout the country.

Because it uses the current regulatory structure, S. 832 provides for enrollment of all tax preparers with minimal cost and burden to the new enrollees.  As the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) National Taxpayer Advocate observed, unscrupulous or untrained commercial preparers cost the Treasury hundreds of millions of dollars in uncollected revenue.  S. 832 will ensure that everyone paid to prepare tax returns demonstrates the highest ethical and technical standards.  Over years as an enrolled agent, I have found that the professionalism of the person preparing the return is one of the most important factors in producing accurate returns. It stands to reason that if the information on the return is purposely incorrect, then the cost of ensuring compliance is shouldered—at no small cost—by IRS.  Common sense then dictates that guaranteeing the ethical and professional standing of the return preparer is a taxpayer’s best and lowest cost insurance against IRS problems.

Also of importance is that S. 832 provides IRS’ Office of Professional Responsibility with necessary resources both to ensure enforcement and to promote all practitioners entitled to practice before IRS.

In case you are unfamiliar with enrolled agents (EAs), EAs are federally-authorized tax practitioners who have technical expertise in the field of taxation and are licensed by the Treasury Department to represent taxpayers before all administrative levels of IRS for audits, collections, and appeals.  The principal concern of EAs is honest, intelligent, and ethical representation of the financial position of taxpayers before government agencies.  Our members, in <STATE> and nationwide, belong to a strong network of experienced, well-trained tax professionals who effectively represent their clients while working to ensure the tax code is reasonably and fairly enforced.

Once again, please support S. 832 or companion legislation when it comes before the House of Representatives.  Thank you for your consideration and I look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

<your name>, EA

